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NOVEMBER 1876. 


/ CALENDAR. 


November 1—AMl Siints’ Day. 
y §—21st Sunday after Tenis. 


" 12—22d Sunday after Trinity. d 
19—23d Sunday after Trinity; ot 
26 —24th Sunday after Tri: uty i 


r 
» 


_39--St. Andrew, the Apostle 


ü a 


Tur PARISH. 


At Evening Prayer, on the Ist 


Sunday in October, one adult and’ 


five children were baptized. 
On the following Sunday thrte 
adults were baptized. 
On the 3d Sunday of the same 


month, ten ersons were confirnied 
by therRt. Rev. Benj. W. Paddock 
Bishop of Massachusetts; and at the 


E venite Service, an infant was bap-' 


tized by the Rector. 
The hour of Evening Prayer is 
now changed to 3} o’clock. 
During the coming season, it is 
our purpose to hold “Cottage Lec- 
tures” on: Wednesday evenings, jin 
different parts of the parish, for the 
benefit ip those, particularly, whe 
are prevented from ‘attending the 
Sunday services. As many as ihay 
wish to have any of these meetings 
at théir houses, are requested to in- 
form the Rector, so: that he may ar- 
range h his: plans without delay. 


. The following Burtars havecr:-. 


cently-taken’ ‘place: —— 

Oct. 5. Al ander Kildare, of Philadelphia: 
9 Ky Be Wilkinson, an infant. 

” 26. Mary G ibson, nearly 88 years of age. 


” 27. Sarah Eastwick, nearly 77 years of age. 
Miss Gibson, a life-long, and well-known 
resident of this neighborhood, was baptized 
into CHRIST on the 31st day of May, 1875. 
__ Miss Eastwick was, for many years, a much 
FON aan a ba of the Church. 


Tue Diocese. 


A most interesting service Was 


held in St. Stephen’s Church, Phil- 
adelphia, on the 

when Mr. H. W. Syle, a deaf-mute, 
was admitted to the Diaconate. He . 


had acted as lay-reader, for about~ 


e 2d Sunday in Ort. | 


two years, in the Mission to Deaf- 
Mutes sustained by that parish. 
This is aires the first time 
that one of the “children of silence” 
was ever ordained to the Ministry. 


THe CHURCH ‘AT LARGE. © ~ 


The meetings of the Board of. 
Missions held in our city last month 
were largely attended, and excited - 
a good degree'of interest. Beside 
many- of our own Bishops, the Ca- 

nadian Bishops of Huron and. Nia- 
gara were present. The subjects of 
Missions to the Indians, and to the 
Colored People of the South, receiv- 
ed especial attention, 

The financial pressure of ‘the 
times has been felt by the Mission- 
Treasuries; and steps are to be tiken 
to raise extra funds before: the. lose 
of the present year. 

‘At a subsequent meeting of the 
House of Bishops, the Rev. Dr. Schi- 
reschewsky was chosen to be Bish- 
op for China ; and for Bishop of west- 
ern Africa, the Rey... C. Penick, of 
Baltimore. 

It is worthy of being teoseid. 
that over $600,000 were contributed 
by our Church, for Missions ey, 
during the last year. 


Let ever every one think thus in his . 
heart: “I am frail, and the world is 
fading; but my soul is immortal, 
and Gon is eternal.” 
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EJ ; SOME REASONS, BR BEY STATED, .. -7 $43 : 


WHY WE BRING OUR CHILDRENOTO 


HOLY BAPTISM. ~ 


ad TN 
THE fact that children wite admitted into covenant with Gov ii | 
by circümcision, under the Law, proyss that there is nothing: in thel m | | 
nature of children. which unfits thm fom being admitted.into eove-% 


| 


ari, mant with Hin and itis surglig usireaspaable tothink that children oo ; 
Pde Me hAd grosier privileyes under the Law, than they now have unde? the 


“ospel. j —— “seem pid. 
We find, accordingly, that our Saviour made no restrictions om 4 
account of age ; but that, as before, so now, aLr are to be received into $ ] 


anion with Him. The commend is: Make disciples of all iiations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the a 
Holy Ghost.” Under the terms of this command infants must be ine me : 
cluded, since they are a large part ofjevery nation. i a 

Our Saviour said: “ Suffer the little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” ~ The ex- 
pression — “ The kingdom of heaven ”— msy meen either the Chureh 
above, or the Church on earth. If it here means the Church, above,” 
then we must maintain, that ifinfants are capable of being members 
of the Church in heaven, they may, and ought to be admitted into 
the Church on earth. 

We know that little children are capable of receiving spiritual 
gifts. We read in Holy Scripture of some persons. who were sanctified 
from their birth: and when Jesus took children in His arms, ‘and laid 
His hands on them, and blessed them, He must, by this act, have im- 
parted some grace to them. In Acts ii. 88, 39, we find that St. Peter, 
referring to Gop’s promise of pouring out His Spirit upon all flesh (an, 
Joel ii, 28), declares: “ The promise is to you, and to your CHILDREN, 
and to all that are afar off.” 

These reasons. are. confirmed by the practicesof the Church 
from the heginning. During the “rst fifteen centuries, infant baptism 
was universal; and none have objected to it during the last three cen- 
turies, but the Baptists, who baptize adults only, and the Quakers, ~ 
who reject baptism altogether, -m F 

Well, therefore, has our Church decl:red, in her 27th Articdhaot 3 
Religion, that “the baptism of “hildgen is in any wise to, be retained 
in the Church, as most agreeable with he institution G&Christ-™s 


a atoe Wines ai viani 
Saviour, Who Thy flock art feeding, Never ‘rom Thy pasture roving, yà 
With the Shepherd’s kindest care, Let them be the lion’s prey ; 
All the feeble gently leading, _ Let Thy tenderness, so loving, 
While the lambs Thy bosom share ; Keep them all‘ife’s dangerous way. 
_ Now our little ones receiving, Then, within Thy fold eternal, 
Fold them in Thy gracious arm; Let them find a resting place; 
There, we know, Thy word belieymg, F ed in pistures ever vernal, ~~ 
Only-there secure ‘rom harm. Dri..k the rivers of Thy grace. 
$ 
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PARISH 


NOTES 


ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


JANUARY. 1877, 


CALENDAR, 


1— Circumcision, 
_6—EPIPHANY. 

| 7— 1st Sunday after Epiphany. 
4—2d Sunday after Epiphany. 
1—3d Sunday after Epiphany. 
25—The Conversion of St. Paul. 
28—Septuagesima, 


The fast Sunday of December be- 
ing the last day of the year, there 
will be an appropriate Service in 
the Church, beginning at half-past 
eleven o’clock, and ending soon after 
the birth of the New Year. 


THe PARISH. 


A Cottage Lecture was held on 
the evening of Dec. 6, at the house 
of Mr, Israel Helms, at Glenolden, 
i) ` Another Lecture was held on the 
ee 18th of December, at the residence 

of Mr. David Wylie. 

It is gratifying to notice the inter- 
bwhich is shown in these inform- 
vices: — the meeting held at 
Temolden was especially large. 

eit ~ On the 4th Sunday ‘in Advent, 
i the Rev. Dr. Mombert preached in 
our Church in behalf of the Society 


The Christmas-Day Service was 
attendance was quite good, but not 
as good as it ought to have been on 


this great Festival of the Church. 


ed child, being ill, was baptized at 
home. 


for the Increase of the Ministry ;—a | 
collection was made for the Society. | 


held, as usual, at 10,30 A.M.. The 


On the 27th of December, a color- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The Annual Celebration of the &. 
Schools of the Parish took place on 
Saturday evening ;—Christmas Eve, 
the usual time, falling on Sunday 
this year. At 4 o’clock, the teachers 
and”children entered the church — 
the best scholars carrying the ban- 
ners. The singing during the pro- 
cession, and through all the services 
was hearty and delightful. After all 


and the Apostles’ Creed recited, fol- 
lowed by several Collects.. Another 
hymn having heen sung, the reports 
presented by the teachers were read 
and the Offerings of the children re- 
ceived at the hands of the best schol- 
ar in each class. The reading of the 
various amounts was eagerly listen- 
ed for, —there Leing some little ri- 
valryin this good work. The entire 
amount of the offerings this year, -- 
the largest ever presented by us— 
was $113.31. This, according to our 
custom for many years, has been for- 
warded to the President of the Div- 
inity School at Nashotah. After an- 
other of the joyous hymns had been 
sung, the various gifts provided hy 
the generous members of the con- 
gregation, were distributed among 
the children. Each class had pro- 
vided for its teacher some token of 
| affection, and the teachers also sur- 
| prised the Rector with a handsome 
_ gift. When all was again quiet, the 
| classes passed out in regular. order, 
|| The festival was thoroughly en- 
| joyed by all that were present; and, 

as they dispersed, many wishes were 
_ expressed for a “ Merry Christmas to 
| all, and a Happy New Year.” 


were seated, a short Lesson was read ~ 


Tuer GUILD. 


After two preparatory meetings, 
at which the subject was carefully 
considered, a third meeting was held 
on Monday, Dee. 11th, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a Guild, or Socie- 
ty for church-work in our parish. — 
Twenty-two persons became mem- 
bers on that evening. The Rector 
ot the parish being, ex-officio, the 

\ President of the Guild, the other 
officers were elected, as follows :— 

Vice-Pres.—James TAYLOR. 

Srorerary.--P. F. CHASE. 

TREASURER:— MRS. CHASE. 

An Exeeutive Council was also c- 
lected, which at its first meeting ap- 
pointed the various working-com- 


mittees, and acted on several appli- Long Hn, L. iy. Conn 
|K. Eastwick, Turpin, Helms, Gesner _ 
The Infant Class 


cations for membership. 

This Guild, or Society, has-tor its 
object the assisting of the Rector in 
some parts of his work, the increase 
of Christian zeal and charity, and 
the promotion of the general inter- 
ests of the parish. We have noticed 
already some good results of this or- 
ganization, in the greater interest 
shown in decorating the Church for 
Christmastide, —the Committee and 
their helpers braving the unusual 
inclemency of-the weather. If the 
other Committegs take the same in- 
terest and find as much enjoyment 
in doing their appointed work, the 
success of the Guild will be assured. 

Several new applications for ad- 
mission have been made, and all pa- 
rishioners who have a mind to work 
are invited to join the Guild. 


On the 28th of December, Abra- 
ham V. Trimble, an adult, being ill, 
was baptized privately. And onthe 
same day, an infant, for the same 
reason, was baptized at home. 


The following burials have recent- 
ly taken place: — 
Mrs. Anna Glover, aged 78 years. 


Lily May Coburn, ” 6 mos. 


The Reports read at the recent 
| Anniversary furnish some points of 
| general interest concerning the Sun- 


The Reetor,— who acts as Super- 
| intendent,—has been zealously and 
| efficiently aided in this important 
work by the following Officers and 
Teachers : — ` 
Librarian.—Williain R. Good. 
Assistant.— John H. Gesner. 
Teachers: James S. Cross, and the 
Misses Teamer, Maison, J. C. Maison 
Longstreth, T. R. Connell, Eastwick, 


and-b-€- Maison. 
| which is very large, is under the ex- 
cellent care of Miss M. G. Connell. 

The Mission Sunday School in 
Darby is cared for by Alex. R Cro- 
zicr, Harry F. Singles, Mrs. Crozier, 
and Mrs Lincoln. 

In all. there were of Officers and 
Teachers 20, and of children, 215, 

The system of instruction, which 
| we have used for two years, is very 
satisfactory. Two of the children 
reached the highest possible stand- 
ing, and several others came very 
near it. May Gop bless the labors 
of teachers and children during the 
coming year! 


The Midnight Service is designed 
for those who may wish to pass the 
last moments of the old year, and 
the first of the new, in holy prayers 
and meditations. May all who ean 
be present, find it “a time of refresh- 
| ing from the presence of the Lorp.” 


day- Sehoels of the Parish- niin 


PARISH 


NOTES: 


ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


APRIL 1877. 


CALENDAR. 


April 1. EASTER D. Y. 
"2. Monday in East.r Week. 
"3. Tuesday in E ister Weck. 
” &. Ist Sunday a‘ter East: r. 
” 15. 2d Sunday after Easter. 
22. 3d Sunday a‘ter Easter. 
25. St. Mark, the Evangelist. 
” 29. 4th Sunday after Easter. 


The past month has been rome k- 
able for its frequent storms, and for 
sudden changes of temperature. It 
is partly in consequence of this, that 
there have been many cases of severe 
illness in our parish. These, with 
the Lenten Services, have kept the 
Rector’s time fully employed. 


Tue PARISH. 


Public Services have been held, 
as proposed, during Lent,—except 
when storms prevented the assem- 
bling of a congregation. 

_On ths Ist Sunday of March, at 
Evening Prayer, an infint was bap- 
tized. 

The Regular Meeting of the Par- 
ish Guild was Leld o Monday evc- 
ning, March 5th. We iitond this to 
be a permanent institution; and we 
desire all, who are disposed to work 
for Christ and His Church, to toin 
this Society. 

On Tuesday, March 18th, the Ho- 
ly Communion was administered to 


nig! t, he also preached in Trinity 
Church, Maylandville. 

On Wednesday, March 21st, the 
Holy Communion was administer- 
ed to a young man, who was very 
ill. It was his first Communion. 
The next day, his soul was inthe 
blest abodes of Paradise. 


AS it consistent with morality 

or religion, when one sought 
to dissuade another from attending 
our church, by asserting that all the 
pews were rented; and that a stran- 
ger, who should co into one of them, 
would be asked to leave!” There is 
no truth whatever in the assertion. 
On the contrary, there are many of 
the"pews, which are not rented, and 
are free for the use of any who will 
occupy them. Nor only so: but a 
Committee of the Guild is appoint- 
ed to provide seats for strangers, at 
the beginning of the service. We 
assure all of a hearty welcome at St. 
James’ Church. 


The following Canon is printed 
for the information of the communi- 
nts of our parish :— 

“1, A Communicant removing 
from one Parish to another shall pro- 
cure from the Reetor if any) of the 
Parish of his last residence, or, if 
there be no Rector, from one of the 
Wardens, a certificate stating that 
he or she is a communicant in good 
standing. Caxon xii. Title 2. 


a sick person and to several others 
with him, near Moore’s Station. 

On Sunday, March 18th, the Rec- 
tor of this parish held divine service 
at Clifton, Del. Co., where he also 
administered the Lord's Supper: at 


Burtats during March :— 


March 3. Mrs. Surch Attwood, aged 85 yrs. - 
” ” 


” 6, Maria Whiteley, 55 

” 22, Mrs.M, S. Harding, bee Gees 

25. John Neeley, SRO et 
” 29. Lewis J, Miller, AT A 


EASTER THOUGHTS. 


HOW full of light, and joy, and hope, is this blessed day to all 
faithful hearts! We can searcely tell which is the best and happiest 
thing to hear, the Christmas tidings, ‘Christ is born,’ or the Kaster 
tidings, ‘Christ is risen.’ At Christmas we rejoice in the beginning of 
the great work of Redemption : at Easter we rejoice in its glorious and 
triumphant end. For “ now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept.” And if it should fill our hearts 
with love and praise to know that before we were reconciled to God, 
He so loved us as to send His dear Son to die for us,— much more 
should we rejoice to know that we have been reconciled to God ; that 

-the Redemption has been wrought, and the enmity done away. And 
this is what Easter tells us. It teils us that the work is finished, that 
the victory is won, that Christ has triumphed, and that man is free. 

In the primitive Church, Easter began the ecclesiastical year. It 
was the Queen of Festivals. It was ushered in by the vigil service of 
Easter, which was kept up throuzh the night, without thought of sleep, 
in brilliantly illuminated churches. Eusebius says that the Emperor 

‘Xonstantine illuminated the whole city with columnar torches of wax, 
and, on Easter Day, made large charitable gifts. The austerities of 
Lent resolved in the jubilant Alleluias of the morning of the Resur- 
rection; glad hymns were sung ; the joyful salutation “ The Lord is 
risen indeed ” passed from mouth to mouth ; flowers, brought in from 
the country, adorned profusely nave, chancel and altar, and filled all 
with fragrance: many were, on this day, admitted to their first com- 
munion, and every one of the faithful came to feast on the true Pass- 
over, the Lamb of God. 

The outward demonstrations of Easter-joy differ in different ages 
and in different regions, but the causes of the joy remain the same, 
and will be felt in the hearts of all the true disciples of Christ. 

What a strange and marvellous day this must have been to the 
little band of loving ones, who had scen their Lord taken away from 
them by a violent and cruel death! They did not understand as yet 
what He meant by the rising from the dead ; they were not pre ared 
for the great events of the day of His Resurrection , but, as they heard 
from one and—another of His having appeared, the light hegan to 
break in upon their understandings, and their hearts were filled with 
gladness. For they knew, now, that the word of Jesus ws true, that 
His promises are sure, and that Hisspower will give to His people a 
joyful resurrection. 

How glorious, then, the great event of this day! How can we 

but “rejoice and be glad in it?” It takes away the darkness of the 
grave, and gilds the edge of the dark clouds of sorrow with the bright- 
ness of undying hope. For us, now, and for our dear ones who have 
“ gone before,” death is only rest and sleep, to be followed by a glad 
awakening, when “the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven:” 
i Oh! let the stone. be rolled away from the door of our hearts, as 
it was from the Saviour’s tomb, that we may arise with Him to a new 
and heavenly life! Let us go on our way rejoicing ; let us love more 
deeply, and trust more firmly Him who died and rose again for us ! 


PARISH NOTES. 


ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


NOVEMBER, 1877. 


CALENDAR. 


November 1—All Suints’ Day. 

yy, 4—23d Sunday alter Trinity. 
11—24th Sunday a‘ter Trinity. 
18—25th Sunday a‘ter Trinity. 
25—26th Sunday aiter Trinity. 
30—St. Andrew, the Apostle. 


The Rector of the Parish, with sev- 
eral of his family, arrived home safely 
on the last day of September. ‘The 
warm welcome extended by the Ves- 
try and the parishioners generally was 
highly appreciated. Favorable weath- 
er and freedom from sickness enabled 
them to enjoy without detention their 
journey through Great Britain and Ire- 
land, Belgium, Holland, the Rhine, 
and part of Switzerland, Northern Ita- 
ly and France. 
to his labors with improved health, 
and prays fur Gop’s blessing on his 
work, and on the people committed to 
his charge. 


THE PARISH. 


On the first Sunday of October, one 
adult and nine children were baptized. 

On the fourth Sunday, one adult, 
and two children were baptized. 

On the tenth of October, James S. 
Cross and Mary C. Makin were joined 
together in Holy Matrimony. 

‘Through Gop’s blessing, no burial 
has been recorded during the month. 

Valuable additions have been made 
to the Sunday School Library, and a 
larger book-case provided, through the 
efforts of our Sunday School workers. 

As a consequence of this, we have 
now a suitable case for the books of 
the Parish Library. It is designed to 
put this collection in better order, and 
to add new books from time to time. 

It would further this plan, if those 


The Rector returns | 


| who have any of the books belonging 
to this Library, will return them to the 
Vestry-Room at an early day. 

The Rector reminds his parishioner 
of the great importance of their meet- 
ing regularly for the public worship of 
Almighty Gop. And he solemnly 
calls upon all parents and sponsors to 
see that their children also are present 
at both services in the church on the 
Lorp’s Day. 

[as On the 3d and 4th Sundays of 
November, the Evening Service will 
begin at 7% o'clock. 

‘The Ladies’ Missionary Society will 
resume work on Wedne.day Nov. 7th. 
All the ladies of the congregation are 
atfectionately invited to be present at 
the Parsonage on that day, at 2 o’clk. 


THE CHURCH AT LARGE. 


The chief event of general interest 
during the past month, was the Trien- 
nial Meeting of the General Conven- 
tion at Boston. This august body is 
composed of two Houses,—one, the 


| House of Bishops, now numbering 


about 60,—the other, the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies, who repre- 
tent all the Dioceses in the land. 

The proceedings of the Convention 
were characterized by unusual harmo- 
| ny, and the questions discussed were, 
chiefly, those which belong to the 
practical work of the Church. 

‘The erection of three new Dioceses 
was authorized,—in Western Virginia, 
Southeastern Illinois, and Western Il- 
linois. 

The Pastoral Letter, prepared by 
the Bishops, is full of wise counsel. It 
is addressed to the whole Church, and 
is required to be read before the Con- 
gregation by every clergyman, who 
has charge of a parish. Your Rector 
| will take an early opportunity for the 
discharge of this duty. 
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THE LORD'S DAY. 


<0 fm 


(X course you remember §. Peter’s vision of the sheet let down 
from heaven that was filled with all sorts of animals, which St. 
Peter, who was then fasting, was told to take and eat of. | You remember 
how he hesitated about it, because some of them were what was then called 
unclean, that is, forbidden ; and how Gop’s own voice told him that he 
must not consider common or unclean that which Gop Himself had sanc- 
tified. No doubt this was meant to show St. Peter that the Jews were 
Goo’s elect, only because Gop had been pleased to elect them, and that 
whatever He chose to call by His Name would become holy for that very 
reason, and therefore must not be called common. 


But this vision has a somewhat wider interpretation. Not only 
whatever people He has chosen, but also whatever things He has chosen, 
are more peculiarly His, and therefore holier than other things. So it is 
with the Sabbath-Day. Tt is holier than other days only because Gop has 


-choven it from other days and called it His. his is another instance of 


the general rule. Every thing that God has put His mark on, every thing 
that He has set apart for His own, His word, His ordinances, His house, 
His people, become to us things that Gop has cleansed, and which we 
must not call common. In the words of Augustus Hare, 


“« Tt is true that in one sense everything belongs to Gop ;. for every 


thing was made by him. ‘The whole earth is the Lorp’s and all that 


therein is.’ Ip this view of the matter, every day may be called the Lord’s 
Day as well as Sunday—so, too, every man may be called His as well as 
his very Apostles. In this sense all are His— that is, we are his property 
and his subjects, because He is the Maker of heaven and earth. Therefore, 
those who are heartily desirous of doing right, and of giving Gop his own, 
as far as may be, would never think of unhallowing or profaning any one 
act or moment of their lives. ‘They would never think of keeping back 
any part of their time or of their thoughts from Gop’s service, because 
they know that He has a right to every part of them, and that they ought 


to be wholly and altogether His. |. i:s spirit the Apostle bids us to pray 
always, which means, be always a ung a in the presence of Gop ; or again, 
whether ye eat, or drink, or whai yot do, do all to the glory of Gon, 
—that is, remember God in the». i~: actions of your lives as well as the 
greatest. à 

‘* But though this be true, © hy no means follows that some things 
may not belong to God more nea) v nl more peculiarly than others. 
Monday, for example, belongs ty Cou 2; well as Sunday ; but it does not 
belong to him so closely or so mu: à, àr he best of all possible reasons, — 
because he has not been pleased to +. it so, He is by right the Master 
and owner of every day in the we. and to show that he is so, he has cho- 
sen whichever of them he pleasec. ^w) what do we show when we set it 
apart and employ it in his worshio `> W~, we show our faith — we show 
that we believe him to be the Mai: ¿ñc owner of our whole time.” 

ake SELECTED. 
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PARISH NOTES. 


ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. _ 


~ DECEMBER, 1877. _ 


CALENDAR. 


December 2. 1st Sunday in Advent. 
is g. 2d Sunday in Advent. 
16. 3d Sunday in Advent. 

19, 21, 22. Ember Days. 

21. St. Thomas, the Apostle. 

3. 4th Sunday in Advent. 

25. CHRISTMAS Day. 

26, St. Stephen, the Martyr. 

27. St. John, the Evangelist. 

* 28, The Holy Innccents. 

30. Ist Sunday after Christmas, 


THE increased attendance at the 
Evening Services on the 3d and 4th 
Sundays of November seems to prove 


that it was well to change the hour of | 


Evening Prayer from 3% to 7% o'clk. 


it is hoped that, by the 3d Sunday of | 


this month, there will be a sufficient 
supply of gas to light the Church. 
It is likely that, after that day, there 
will be Divine Service every Sunday 
night, with an additional Service on 
the afternoon of the rst Sunday of 
each month, when children may be 
presented for baptism. 


THE PARISH. 


On the ist Sunday of Nov. seven 
persons were confirmed in our Church 
by the Bishop of the Diocese. 

On the 3d Sunday, the Rector ad- 


ministered the Holy Communion for | 


the Mission at Clifton. 


On the 21st of Nov. an infant was 


baptized privately. 

On the 26th of November a sick 
child was baptized in private. 

The Offerings of the congregation 
at the Service on Thanksgiving-Day, 
for the Episcopal Hospital, amounted 
to $64.71. The Chancel and Font 


were beautifully adorned. 


Two handsome stained-glass win- 
dows have Leen placed in the North 
Transept of the Church by Mrs. H. 
C. Flickwir, as memorials of her rel- 
atives, ‘Thomas Sparks, and Mrs. So- 
phia Donaldson. 

‘The next regular monthly meeting 
of the Guild will Le held in the S. S. 
Building, on Munday eve. Dec. 3d, 
at 7% o'clock. 

Evening Prayer on the 3d, 
4th and 5th Sundays of December, 
at 7% o'clock. At these Services 
the pews are virtually free. 

‘The Christmas Festival of the Sun- 
day Schools of the parish will be held 
in the Church, on Christmas-Eve,— 
the Exercises commencing at 4 o’clk. 
The parents of the children, and all 
others interested are cordially invited 
to be present. 


1HE DIOCESE. 


The “ City Mission” is the hand of 
the whole Church in this Diocese, for 
bringing relief to the poor. Its large 
sphere of usefulness commends it to 
our support. Its departments, under 
the supervision of the Bishop, are the 
Mission Chapels, the Public Institu- 
tions, the Charity Department, the 
Consumptives’ Department, opened 
in the House of Mercy, 411 Spruce 
Street, the sick-diet Kitchen, at the 
same place, the Industrial Rooms and 
Cheap Restaurant at 516 So. 4th St. 
These are some of the directions in 
which the City Mission works. Its 
charities are well managed, and it has 
a just claim to our sympathy and con- 
fidence. 


“Thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to 
thy needy, in thy land.” Deut. xv. 11. 
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$ THE ADVENT SEASON. 
Another year’s round of holy seasons, with their precious lessons and 
` golden opportunities, has glided swiftly past, and we have come to the þe- 
ginning again. Advent is here again ; and with it we enter once more on | 
that portion of the year,—stretching from now till Whitsuntide,—which is ) 
so full of the mighty, heart-stirring events of our blessed: Lord’s life’ We 
enter upon it now, as we entered upon it last year. But let us stop, and 
look back.” Let us examine ourselves Let us ask, ‘Have 1 gone onward 
on my heavenward journey ? Have I grown in grace, and in the knowledge | 
of my Lord and Saviour? Did ł last year learn more of His love and mer- | 
is cy and delight more to hear of the great-things-He has done for me? Or. : -4 
» 7 did T pass it all by as a tale oft-told, which had grown wearisome. to me ? a 
Was my heart cold and unmoved, when the seasons, as they passed, spoke 
to me of the manger of Bethlehem, and the cross of Calyary, and the öpen 
` tomb of Eastertide, and the awful throne of the Judement-day?”) Oh! let 
us begin afresh from this day. ‘‘Now it is high time to awake outiof sleep.” | 
“The night is, far spent, the day-is at hand ; let us therefore cast off the f 
works' of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” ‘* Wash -you, | 
“*make you clean,” saith the Lord ; put away the evil of your doings from 
“before Mine eyes ; cease to do evil; learn to do well”? Let this be our“ 
Advent work. Let us thus keep the season named from the comiNG: of the 
Lord ; and then, when ‘ the coming of the Lord draweth nigh,” whem we 
hear the voice of the Judge crying, ** Surely, I come quickly,” we shall,be 
able to say with humble faith, and iervent love.—‘‘Anmien : even so, come, i 
Lord Jesus.” i fete 
“IN the world feasting comes first and fasting afterwards ; men first 
glut themselves, and then loathe their excesses ; they tuke their fill of good, 
and then suffer ; they are rich that they may be poor ; they laugh that they 
may weep ; they rise that they may fall. But in the Church of God it is 
reversed ; the poor shall be rich, the lowly shall be exalted, those that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy, those that mourn shall be comforted, those that 
suffer with Christ shall reign with Him ; —even as Christ (in our Church’s 
words) went not up to joy, but first He suffered pain. He entered not into 
His glory before He was crucified. * * So our Festivals are preceded ly 
~ «humiliation, (Christmas by Advent, Easter_by..Lent),. that we.may. keep... 4 
them duly ; in a refined, subdued, chastened spirit, which is the true rejoic- 
ing in the Lord.”’ : : 


oo” We 


WHILST the careless world is sleeping, Heard ye not your Mastcr’s warning ? 
Blest the servants who are keeping He will come before the me rning, 

Watch, according to His ‘Word, Unexpected, undescried ; 
-. For'the coming of their Lord. Watch ye for Him cpen-eyed. | 
At His table He will place them, Teach us so to watch, Lord Jesus; J 
With His royal banquet grace them, P From the sleep of sin release us; 

Banquet that shall never cloy ; Swift to hear Thee let us be, 


°" Bread of life and wine of joy. Meet to enter in with Thee. 
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ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


JANUARY. 187. 


CALENDAR. 


January 1. Circumcisicn. 
E 6. EPIPHANY. 
” 13. Ist Sunday after Epiphary. 
” 20, 2d Sunday after Epiphany. 
a 25. The Conversion of St. Paul. 
” 27. 3d Sunday a‘tcr Epiphany. 


‘THE PARISH. 


The chief matters of interest during 
December were those which gathered 
around the great feast of the Nativity. 

Many of the younger parishioners 
spent several evenings in «preparing 
evergreen-decorations fur the church, 
vthers assisted in arranging them, ard 
as the result of their zealous e:forts, 
the House of Prayer is adurned with 
more than usual neatness and beauty. 


The Christmas Celebration of the 
Sunday Schools took place, as usual. 
on Christmas-Eve. lt was, in every 
respect, a delightful occasicn, ‘The 
threatening clcuds withheld their rain, | 
and, at the appointed time, the long 
procession of children passed into the 
church with their teachers, and took 
their places. ‘I'he seats not reserved 
fur them were filled by their parents 
and others, who had come to share | 
our pleasure. ‘The joyous carols were 
heartily sung; the teachers’ reports 
shewed that the schools had been do- 
ing good work ; the offerings of the 
children for Mission-Work were larg- 
er than ever before; and gifts were | 
presented to each one,— the most 
deserving receiving special tokens of 
approbation. 

There were six who received the 
highest possible number of marks for 
attendance at school, for lessons, and 
for church-attendance, (several oth- | 
ers failing to do so only because of | 
unavoidable absence), viz.— 


Charles A. Urian. 

Sallie M. Van Horn. 
Susan Gocd,. 
Ellen Helms. 
Anna J. Troup. 
Mary Armstroi 
The Offerings 


ae > and to Moe 
Buist Jr., and to all who aided in the 
Christmas preparations. 


At Morning Prayer, and the Holy 
Communion on Christmas -Day, the 
attendance was larger- than has been - 
usual here on a week-day festival. , 

The Offerings for Aged and Infirm 
Clergymen amounted to $20,42. 

The Evening Services commencing 
at 74% o’clock have Leen well attend- 
ed. , Provision has been made for the 
better lighting of the church. 

On the 3d Sunday of December, 
the Rector administered the Holy 
Communion for the Mission at Clif- ; 
ton, Delaware Countys 

A Midnight Service 
the church on New-Year’ 

Evening Prayer will b 
o'clock on Sundays, throug 
season : and a special Serv 
o’clock on the First Sunda 
month when children are brou; 
be baptized. 


The next monthly meeting of the * 
Church Guild will be held on Mon- 4 
day evening, Jan. 7th. ; 


The following burials have taken f 
place :— 


Dec. 6 Oscar J. Fox, ages 48 years. 

” 6 Christiana Holstein, ” 78 ” : 
” 15 James Hagon,» ” 56°” 3 
.? 24 Thomas Shaw, = >? 558” oe 


THE ADVENT SEASON. 


~ $ 
Another year’s roùnd of holy seasons, with their precious lessons and 


golden opportunities, has glided swiftly past, and we have come to the be- 


~cy,-and: delight more to hear of the great things-He has done. forme? Or 
: did T pass it all by as a tale oft-told, which had grown wearisome. to me ? k 


ginning again. Advent is here again ; and with it we enter once more on 
that portion of the year, —stretching from now till Whitsuntide,—which is 
so full of the mighty, heart-stirring events. of our blessed Lord’s life. We 
enter upon it now, as we entered upon it last year. But let us stop, and 
look back.” Let us examine ourselves Let us ask, “Hase | gone onward 
on my heavenward journey ? Have I grown in grace; and in the knowledge 
of my Lord and Saviour? Did! last 3 year learn more of His love and mer- 


Was my heart cold and unmoved, when the seasons, as they passed, spoke 
to me of the manger of Bethlehem, and the cross of Calvary, and the open 


» tomb of Eastertide, and the awful throne of the Judgment-day > Oh’! let 


-humiliation, (Christmas by Advent, Easter- by..Lent),. that wemay.keep—— 


us begin afresh from this day. ‘‘Now it is high time to awake outjof sléep.” 
‘The night is. far spent, the day-is at hand ; let us therefore cast off the | 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” ‘ Wash -you, | 


“make you clean,” saith the Lord ; “ put away the evil of your doings from | 
“before Mine eyes ; cease to do evil} learn to do welt’ Let this ‘be our | 


Lord ; and then, when ‘‘ the coming of the Lord draweth nigh,” whem we 
hear the voice of the Judge crying, ** Surely, I come quickly,” we shall, be 
able to say with humble faith, isi) a love: —= ‘Amen : even 50, come, 
Lord Jesus.” 


‘IN the world feasting comes first and fasting afterwards ; men first 
glut themselves, and then loathe ny EXCESSES ; they take their fill of good, 


Advent work. Let us thus keep season named from the COMING: of the 


and then suffer ; they are rich that they may be poor ; they laugh that they 
may weep ; they rise that they may/fall. But in the Church of God it is 
reversed ; the poor shall be rich, lowly shall be exalted, those that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy, those that mourn shall be comforted, those that 
suffer with Christ shall reign with Him ; —even as Christ (in our Church’s 
words) went not up to joy, but first He suffered pain. He entered not into 
His glory before He was crucified. * * So our Festivals are preceded hy 
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them duly ; in a refined, subdued, chastened spirit, which is the true apne - 
ing in the Lord.” 


; 
WHILST the careless world is sleeping, Heard ye not your Mastcr’s warning ? 


Blest the servants who are keeping He will come befere the mcrning, 3 
Watch, according to His-Word, Unexpected, undescried ; É 

‘. For'the coming of their Lord. Watch ye for Him cpen-eyed. i 
Lye : 

At His table He will place them, Teach us so to watch, Lord Jesus; J 

With His royal banquet grace them, . — From the sleep of sin release us; 
Banquet that shall never cloy ; Swift to hear Thee let us be, 


` Bread of life and wine of joy. Meet to enter in with Thee. 
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ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. __ 


FEBRUARY, 1878. 


CALENDAR. 


February 2 Purification of the B. V. M. 
p 3 4th Sunday after Epiphany: 
10 5th Sunday alter Epiphany. 
17 Septuagesima. 
24 Sexagesima; and 
St. Matthias, the Apostle. 


THE PARISH. 


A valuable Box has been sent by 
the Ladies’ Missionary Aid Society to 
western Tennessee. ‘The Penna. R. 


= R.Co. kindly forwarded the box to 


St. Louis free Of expense. 

The Rector ofthis, Parish; having 
become Rector of the “ Educaticnal 
Home for Boys,” held a Service there 
on Thursday, Jan. roth, and baptized 
four boys belonging to that noble In- 
titution. : 

On the afternocn of Sunday, Janu- 
ary 13th, an infant was baptized at 
the church. 

On Sunday afternoon, Jan. goth, 
the Holy Communion was adminis- 
tered to a sick woman in private. 

On Sunday afternoon, Jan. 27th, 

the Rector administered the Holy 
Communion at Clifton, in Delaware 
County. 
_ Much time has been devoted to the 
visiting of the sick during the month, 
leaving little time for ordinary paro- 
chial visits. á 

A Stereopticon Exhibition was giv- 
en in the S. S. Building, on Thursday 
evening, Jan. 24th. The proceeds 
form the beginning of a fund for the 


~ purchase öf a new and larger Organ, > 


for Sunday School and Week-day Ser- 
vices. The Organ now in use will be 
transferred to the Mission S. School 
in Darby, where it is much needed. 
Private offerings for this object will 
be gladly received. 


Parents who have children to be 
baptized, are requested to inform the 
Rector, by the morning of the first 
Sunday of the month, in order that 
due notice of a special Service may 
begiven. Sucha Service will be held 
to-day, (Feb. 3d), at 314 o'clock. 

‘The Chureh-Guild will hold its reg- 
ular Monthly Meeting cn Monday, 
Feb. 4th, at 7% o'clock. 

The following burials are recorded 
for the past month :—, 
Jan. 2 Francis T., King, 


n 


aged 10 years. 
rı Elizabeth Henry Smith. 


e 25 Wihan- Harmar;=; 3.42: age? 


te 


THE Sxepric Convincep. The 
great astronomer Kirchner, had a 
friend who denied the existence of a 
Ged. One day he called on the as- 
tronomer, when he saw in onecorner 
of his room a very beautiful celestial 
globe, and enquired whose it was and 
who had made it. ‘* It is-not mine,” 
said Kirchner, ‘‘ and I do not think 
anybody made it. It must have come 
there by chance, and of its own ac- 
cord.” ‘Ridiculous !”’ said his friend, 
“what is the use of such a reply?” 
“ Why, ” rejoined he, ‘ you cannot 
believe that this little imperfect piece 
of workmanship sprang into existence 
of itself; how then can you imagine 
that the glerious heavens, which this 
merely represents, could have sprung 
into being of their own accord ?” The 
arrow entered his heart, and he be- 
came a servant of that God whose ex- 
istence he had denied. . 


The Rev. Edward Abbott, recently 
an Editor of the Congregationalist of 
Boston, has recently been received 
into the Communion of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal, Church. 


Pem e 


THE nat WAYS ARE BEST. 


THE LORD JESUS CHRIST) bečore He as into heaven, 
commanded His Apostles to preach the Gospel, to make disciples by bap- 
tism, to teach Christians to observe all things that He had commanded, to 
establish, and to build up the Church everywhere. To encourage them in 
this great work, He promised to be with them and with their successors to 
the end of time. 

The method which they pursued in acting under this divine Commis- 
sion, must have been the wisest and the best possible. The account which — . 
we have-of their work in the Acts and in the Epistles, shows, that-they-were—— = 
earnest, and zealous, —not counting their lives dear unto themselves, that 
they might fulfil the ministry which they had received. But, with all their 
godly zeal, we find no traces of fanaticism or extravagance. Truth and 
soberness marked their words and deeds. ‘The Church has reverently and 
wisely followed their example, and has been charged by some with being 
cold and formal, because she prefers ‘*the old ways.” and judges that the ==. 
Apostles are better guides than the inventors of new things in religion. ~~ 


There is a Modern System, which needs no spec‘al description at our 
hands. All our readers are more or less acquainted with it. It is freely 
admitted that in this system the Church has had no confidence. She has 
kept constantly aloof from it. She has believed, that, as itis modern and 
human in its origin, so it will be temporary in duration. She believes that 
it tends to present distorted views of the nature of religion; that it mistakes 
a morbid sensibility for true devotion ; that it substitutes animal feeling for 
the fruits of the Spirit, as evidence of the Christian life ; that it thus multi- 
plies spurious conversions, and needlessly and most injuriously disgusts and ` 
provokes thousands of sensible, sober-minded men into a contempt for all 
religion. She believes that it tends naturally to foster a censorious, phari- ` 
saical spirit ; and that, at best, the piety which is produced by it is superfi- 
cial, rather than having its seat in the deep convictions of the heart. And 
hence, she bids her children to walk in the old paths, adhering to a system < 
free from these monstrous evils, and one which God, in the ages all along, 
has continued to bless. 

So many are the sad results that have attended the Modern System, — 
that it has been heartily discarded by many who once employed it. The y 
Church has never used it, and will not use it now, She has another System. 
She learned it from the Apostles, and primitive Saints. and they from Jesus 
Christ. She believes that true religion is the work of the heart, and of the | 
entire life ; that it has its early dawnings, and is to shine brighter and bright- ` 
er unto the perfect day ; that there is first the blade, then the ear, after that fs 


z 


the full corn in the ear t (Mark i iv, 28). ; —— A a 


It is not for us to praise the piety af the Church. Yet, we m vy truly” 
say that in her the true fruits of the Spirit abound. Her quiet but c stant 
growth, her earnest missionary-work, her unceasing labors of love show to 
all men that God is in her, and that the Spirit of Grace re:ts upon her. 


“Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for thz oli paths, where is th 


good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Jer. vi. 16. 
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ST, JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


NOVEMBER 1878. | 


>k CALENDAR. H< 


All Saints’ Day. 


November 1 
x 2oth Sunday after Trinity. 


r s, 3 


3 | 
10 21st Sunday alter Trinity. | 
: 17 22nd Sunday after Trinity. 
4 ” 24 23d Sunday a ter Trinity. | 
— “30 St. Andrew, the Apostle. 
: “> HE PARISH. 


At the afternoon Service on the first 
Sunday of October, five children were | 
baptized. 

On Saturday afternoon, Oct. 12th, 
the Rector laid the corner-stone of St. | 
Stephen’s Church at Clifton. Addresses 
were made by the Rev. William Ely, 
formerly Rector of Calvary Church, at 
Rockdale, and by the Rey. Gideon J. 
Burton, Warden of the Burd Asylum. | 
The building is to be of brick, varied 
by courses of brick of different colors | 
and shapes. The outside dimensions | 
are 29 by 56 feet, with a tower at the 
S. E. corner. The building will accom- | 
modate a congregation of 200 persons, 
and, it is hoped, will be ready for use 
Lefore the end of the year. 

At the Evening Service on the 2d 
Sunday of Oct., the sermon was preach- | 


| Rector of the Church at Glen-Loch. 

At the Evening Service on the fol-.| 
| lowing Sunday, the Rector delivered a 
| lecture on ‘‘ The Church in the Apos- 
tolic Age.” 

On Sunday morning, Oct. 27th, the 
sermon was preached by the Rev. H. J. 
W. Allen ; and at the Evening Service, 
the Rector delivered a lecture on the 
i Church-buildings jand Public Worship 
of the Early Christians. 

A letter has been received acknowl- 
edging with thanks the arrival of food 
and clothing sent from this parish for 
the Church Orphans’ Home, Memphis. 


| Guild will be held in the S. S. Buildin 
on Monday, Nov. 4th, at 7,30 P. M. 


ed by the Rev. G. Livingston Bishop" 
| of Grace, —were appointed to meet th 


‘them, we lose the benefits which are t 


During November, the hours for Di- 
vine Service will remain unchanged :— 
Morning Prayer at 10,30 each Sunday: 
Evening Prayer, on the first Sunday at 
3,30, and on the other Sundays at 7,30. 
At the Evening Services, sermons may 
be expected on Some of the Parables o 
the Old Testament. n 

The regular meeting of the Paris 


A “ Fair and Festival ” for the benefi 
of the building-fund of St Stephen’! 
Church, Clifton, will be held on the eve- 


| nings of Nov. 7, 8 and g, at the house 
| formerly occupied by the Swedenborgi- 


an minister: to be open from 3 until 
ro o'clock. ` The Church-people over 
there desire and deserve our aid. 

The ladies of the parish are invited 
to meet at the Parsonage, on Wednes- 
day, Nov. 6th, to commence work for a 


Missionary Box. 

The following burials have recently ; 
taken place :— y 
October 1 Hannah Lonon...... aged 24 yrs. 

” 24 Mrs. Elizabeth Dunk, ” 88 ”. 

” 31 William M. Smith,.. 


POETER ON 
“> PRACTICAL+ WORDS. 


The positive Institutions of Christ,— 
the Lord’s Day, the Church, the Means 
b, + 
necessities of our nature. If we enle k j 
be received by their use, and we suffer n 
for the want of those benefits. 
It often happens that when men find 
themselves near the end of their days, $ 
they regret this neglect: they feel that ee 
they have lost golden opportunities, and 
are unprepared for heaven. N 
Let us ‘‘redeem the time.” The days ad 
are certainly evil. We need all good i 
influences, holy instructions, spiritual | 
aids, that we may become fit ‘‘ for the À 
inheritance of the saints.” 


THE CHURCH IN MEXICO. 


FOR three hundred years the Roman Church had an undisputed sway in 
Mexico. The people at large are nominally of that faith ; but indifference 
and infidelity have, increased to an alarming extent, and are sadly corrupt- 
ing Mexican society. 

The necessity of a Reformation there was only too apparent, when, in 
1864, Francisco Aguilar, an ex-Roman priest, began his earnest work. 

Hedged in and harassed on every hand by terrible persecutions, he 
and his co-workers have struggled on with the loving patience and trust of 
the martyrs of bygone.ages. And- there have been- many-martyrs there- 
One of these was Emilio Valdes, who suffered for nothing but the crime of 
sitting in his own dcorway and reading God’s Word there. He was watch- 
cd by a neighbor, a Roman Catholic judge, who said to some of his friends 
‘ We must stop this thing,” and to stop it, that man must be killed. He 
sude disappeared ; but was afterwards found on the bank of a stream, 
cove sth wounds. The judge was arrested, tried and condemned to 
death; and then these earnest, Christ-like people weat to the governinent, 
and implored and obtained a commutation of the sentence, and saved his 
life: 

The work begun by Aguilar has gone on unceasingly—the tidal wave of 
a profound moral upheaval: and has proved, and is proving that it is not 
the work of man. In this Mexican Episcopal Church there are more than 
3,000 communicants. The little band of sixty who gathered together nine 
years ago, has increased to seven thousand worshippers. There are fifty 
congregations which have regular ministratiors ; and thirty, which depend 
upon less frequent services. 

The Rev. Dr. Riley, Bishop-elect, who has Jong given to this work of 
reformation hi, seans and his self-denying labors, has organized schools in 
the city of Mexico, where some two hundred young people and children 
are being educated, as also are many in other dioceses. He is also about 
to form Industrial Classes and a Fraternal Alliance ; so that the members 
of the ‘‘Church of Jesus” may, in the future, know and supply each other’s 
needs. For it will be necessary for these primitive Christians to endure, 
for seme-time-to-come;“puveliy us Well as peFSeclition. Amidst bribes and 
corruptions on every hand ; tempted many times to abiure their faith by 
lucrative offers, while their children lack bread ; dey “ved of employment, 
cast out of society, these disciples have shown a firmness, which could 
have come only from the Infinite Strength. 

The nation is signally ripe for religious work, and particularly for reli- 
gious work of rative origin and native growth. All missionary effort from 
abroad is looked upon both by Government and people with the intensest 
jealousy. And because this is a strictly national Church, having a liturgy 
and about to have the historic ministry, it stands apart from the prejudices 
of the people, and God’s refreshing dews may fail into the sinful, passion- 
darkened valleys of their hearts, causing the germs of all better things to 
grow, and drawing them heavenward beneath the full sunlight of a purer 
faith, 

We cannot deny to such a cause and to such Christian brethren as these 
our sympathy, our prayers and our aid. 
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ST. JAMES’, KINGSESSING. 
>tCALENDAR. he 3oys 41, Girls 66, Total 107 
In the Infant Class. .....0...°154: 
1 Circumcision. In Darby S S o Teae RET ae as 5 


January 

a 5 2d Sunday after Christmas. 

i 6 EPIPHANY. 

ii 12 Ist Sunday after Epiphany. 
19 2d Sunday a'ter Epiphany. 
ig 25 The Conversion of St. Paul. 
”™ 26 3d Sunday after Epiphany. 


>4EHE+PARISH. < 


On the first Sunday of December, the 
Rector baptized two children at the 
Service in the afternoon. 


On the evening of Dec. 4th, he held 


a Cottage-Lecture at the residence of 


Mr. J. W. Gesner. 

On Friday, Dec. 6th, at Evening 
Prayer, he baptized eight boys at the 
Educational Home. 


On Sunday morning, Dec. 15th, he 
held Divine Service in the Public School 
House at Clifton, baptized a child, and 
administered the Holy Communion. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 18th, he took 
part in a special Ember-day Service in 
the Church of the ‘Transfiguration in 
West Philadelphia. 

The Annual Festival of the Sunday 
Schools of the parish was held as usual, 
at 4 o'clock on Christmas-Eve. The 
day was cold and clear, and the child- 
ren, with their teachers and friends, 
filled the Church. | Through the kind- 
ness of parishioners and friends, ample 
preparations had been made for the 
happy occasion. The Teachers’ Reports 
which were read by the Rector, showed 
that good work had been done during 
the year. 

In the schools at the Church, there 
were 1 Superintendent, (the Rector), 
2 Librarians, 14 Teachers, and pupils 
as follows ;— 


Boys 7 Girls 20 ‘Yotal {1 
Making in all, with Teachers, &c. 323. 

The Offerings amounted to $101,67. 

Easter-Offerings. 29,13. 
making for the year. . . $130,80. 

The following scholars Seated the 
highest possible number of marks, and 
merit special commendation :— 

Charles A. Urian, 
William Clark, 
Harriet Helms, Ellen Helms, 
inate Troup, Mary A. Bell, 

Lizzie M. Hunter. 

On Christmas-day, Divine Service 
was held in the church, as usual, with 
the Holy Communion. The Offerings 
for the Fund for Disabled Clergymen 
amounted to sixteen dollars. 

On Christmas-night the Rector con- 
ducted the Services at the S. S. Festi- 
val of St. Stephen’s Church, Clifton. 
This School has 7 Teacheis and about 
80 children. The Offerings, for the 
S. S. Library, amounted to $21,09. 

Divine Service was held in the church 
on the three days following Christmas, 
being the Feasts of St. Stephen, St. John 
the Evangelist and the Holy Innocents. 

On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 29th, the 
Rector assisted in the Service and also 
preached in St. James’ Church, Phila. 

On the following day he administer- 
ed the Holy Communion privately to a 
sick person and others at Clifton. 

On New-Years’ Eve a Midnight Ser- 
vice was held in the church. 


William Good, 
Thomas McKee, 


The following burials are recorded : 
Nov. 16 Mrs.. Mary B, Knowles, aged 49 yrs. 


» 24 William Farrington, t A 
” 25 Robert White,...... ý ‘a S 


Dec. 29 Jane Grier,.. seis. ie ie 


A Wappu New-GJear! 


OW many lips utter this wish for those who are with them at 

the beginning of each twelyemonth! Itis the spontaneous 

utterance of good-nature ; and he is a churl who cannot say as much 
as that to a friend or neighbor. 

We all wish for happiness. That is what the universal greeting of 
New-Year’s Day signifies. But how shall we seek it? Not all in the 
same way, I am sure. Our tastes and desires differ. With diverse 
educations, and habits and pursuits, we have difierent ideas as to the 
nature of happiness. Age, also, makes a difference here. The boy 
will find happiness in what would be irksome to a man ; and a man’s 
happiness may be quite unintelligible to a boy. 

So, we do not define in our thoughts, the happiness which we wish 
for others. May cach one find that which shall make him happy ! 

One thing, however, is sure: there is no true happiness to be found 
in the indulgence of any evil passion or appetite. Sometimes the body, 
sometimes the mind, sometimes. both body and mind are disordered 
by such indulgence; and the condition is lacking, which a heathen 
writer saw to be necessary to happiness: —“ a sound mind in a sound 
body.” 

Indeed, the true philosophy of happiness is that which is taught 
by the Holy Scriptures. Itis, to have all the powers of our nature 
acting as the Creator designed they should act; the soul and the body 
being in harmony with His good and holy laws. In a wise following 
of God’s perfect will, may you, my reader, find a happy New-Year! 

To the Lambs of our Flock we wish a happy New-Y car. They will 
find it in loving and obeying their parents on earth and their Father 
in heaven. 

To the Youth of the parish, a happy New-Year! It will be found 
in self-restraint, in reverence for holy things, in striving to kcep their 
conscience void of offence. 

For all the Faithful committed to our care we pray a happy New- 
Year! You will find it in the earnest use of every privilege, and in 
the diligent discharge of every duty that you owe to God and His 
Church. 

A Happy Year will it be to the parish, if we all remember the obli- 
gations of our sacred vows, and that the vows we have made to GOD 
are the most sacred, and the most binding of all. Then we will seek 
Him eagerly in His holy temple, and He will be found of us. Then 
we will rejoice in communing with Him in prayers and praises; and 
we will gladly hasten to His Altar, that we may gain strength and 
refreshing from the ever-living Brean. Come, ye faithful, seek your 
joy in the Lorp. 


a 
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sT. JAMES’, KINGSESSING. 


APRIL, 1879. 


>t CALENDAR. 1< 


April 6 Sunday before Easter. 
” 7 Monday before Easter. 
” 8 Tuesday before Easter. 
*  g Wednesday before Easter. 
10 Thursday before Easter. 
” 11 GOOD FRIDAY. 
12 Easter Even. 
13 EASTER DAY. 
* 14 Monday in Easter Week. 
“ 15 Tuesday in Easter Week. 
20 Ist Sunday after Easter. 
~ °? 25 St. Mark, the Evangelist. 
” 27 2d Sunday after Easter. 


On Ash-Wednesday afternoon, the 


Rector administered the Holy Commu- | 


nion toa sick man and others privately. 


The -special Lenten Services have 
been held as appointed, and have gene- 
rally been well attended. 


At the Wednesday-night Services 
during the month, sermons have been 
preached by the Rev. Drs. Foggo and 
Watson, and by the Rev. J. K. Lewis, 
and the Rector. 

On Wednesday morning, March rath 
the Rector assisted in the Service, and 
preached in Christ Church, Phila. 

On Saturday, March 15th, he assist- 
ed in the Services at the consecration 
of St. Stephen’s Church, at Clifton, 
Delaware County, and afterward resign- 
ed the charge of the Mission, which he 
assumed at the request of the congrega- 
tion in 1873. Since that time Services 
have been regularly held by Lay-Read- 
ers under his direction, and the Holy 
Sacraments administered by himself and 
May the work there 


be carried on without strife or vain-glo- 
ry, to the honour of God and the salva- 
tion of many souls ! 

At the Service on Sunday evening, 


March zoth, the Sermon was preached 
- by the Rev. Dr. Morton, of Phila. 


>t NOTICES. H< 


The Children’s Easter Festival will 
be held at 3% o’clock on the afternoon 
of Easter Day. At this Service, their 
Lenten Offerings for the Church in 
Mexico will be received. 

Parents who have children to be bap- 


| tized, are invited to bring them to the 
| church on Easter at 31¢ 


o’clock P. M., 
or on the rst Sunday of the month, as 
tsual, at the same hour. 

During Holy Week, the Services will 
be held as follows : Morning Prayer at 
10,30 on Wednesday and Good Friday, 
and Evening Prayer each day at 7,40. 
The Morning Service on Good Friday 


will be held in the church. 


The monthly meeting of the Parish 
Guild will be held on Monday, April 
7th, — after the Service appointed for 
Monday in Holy Week. 

On Easter Monday the Bishop of the 
Diocese will consecrate St. George’s 
Church, West Phila. to the service of 
Almighty God. Divine Service will 
begin at rr A. M. Our parishioners 


are invited to be present. 


The Bishop expects to administer 
the Rite of Confirmation in our church 
on the morning of Sunday, May 25th. 
The Rector affectionately invites those 
who have not been confirmed to meet 
him at the Parsonage, on Friday, April 
25th, and on the following Fridays, at 
% of 8 o'clock, P. M. 


The following burials are recorded : 
Feb. 27 Mrs. Magdalen H. Lodge, aged 84 yrs. 


Mar. 1 Rosalie C. Ramborger, ” 23 yrs. 
A TA Mrs. Alice Taylor, . . ” 94 yrs. 
Dee MOerone SEON aaah maton | 3 VTS. 
e 20 John Schofield Sr. . . ’ 73 yrs. 


Tr CANNOT be necessary to argue wi any o1 
paper, that we all owe reverence to Him Who made us by 
redeemed us by His Blood. But it ma hat some look 1 
as an act of the mind and soul only ; and are satisfied that the! duty 
if we but think reverently of the Almighty. _ 

That might be sufficient, if we were mere spirits, —if there» were 
way in which to show reverence. But, the angels are spirits ; a 
read that they fall on their faces ‘before. the throné of Go 
Him (Rev. vil, 11). How much more ought we, who ar 
angels,—who have fallen by sin,—to show Him reverence 
in our w hole nature, in our bodies and in our souls ! ! 


a unless it be that we are not only era put eee 
prehending the Divine Majesty ? No one can refuse to render 
God, who has any sense of religion, and remembers that he 
Presence. God is always present everywhere, and theref 
show reverence for Him and tow ‘alas Him always and in all j 
But there are places where He is especially present, and - 
therefore, to be especially revered... He is thus present in 
are consecrated to Him. Not only did He Tny the Taber 
Temple by His presence, but we have the Lord’s promise : ‘‘ Where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.’ 
The Sanctuary is to be reverenced, because it is God’s house, and the 
presence of the Lord in the assemblies of His people is to be believed and 
acknowledged by all. We are greatly aided in this by the fact, that our- 
Church, following the unbroken Christian tradition, has provided, by her 
Apostolic Ministry, by a solemn Liturgy, and by sacred rites and ceremo- 
nies, for the proper and reverential worship of God. ; 
How, then, shall we show this reverence ? WAE i ENS: 
1. By our quiet demeanor, and by abstaining from all loud and unnec eS- 
sary conversation in God’s house. ms 
2. By taking our places in the church before the beginning a ‘aie 
service, and preparing our minds for holy worship. 
3. By kneeling on our knees to pray, and by standing up in ‘time of 
praise, —doing all things ‘‘ decently and in order.” 

4. By joining with full and audible voice in prayers and pone and 
in chants and hymns. ; 
5. By keeping in our places, and not going in and out during Service. 

6. By listening to God’s Word, with a desire to profit by it. 

7. By private prayer, both before and after Service, for God’s blessing. 

Where all the members of a congregation observe these ancient rules 
and customs, the Service always becomes a delight. It seems full | 
and devotion. Every soul is warmed, and elevated, and strengthened ; i 
it is felt that in this way, we may worthily draw near to ane Lord i f hosts, 
and may ‘‘ worship Him in the beauty. of holiness.’’ i 


ST. JAMES’ KINGSESSING. 


MAY, 1679. 


> CALENDAR. 4< | 

May 1 St. Philip and St. James, Apostles. | 
” — 4 3d Sunday after Easter. 

11 4th Sunday after Easter. 
* 18 5th Sunday after Easter. 
“19, 20, 21 Rogation Days. 
22 ASCENSION Day. 
25 Sunday after Ascension. 


>k THE+PARISH. 4< 


On Wednesday evening, May 2d, 
the Rector read Service and preached 
in St. James’s Church, Hestcnville. 

On Sunday, April 6th, he baptized 
three infants. 


On Easter Even, he administered the 
Holy Communion in private to a sick 
person and others. 

Che regular Offerings of the congre- 
gation on Easter morning amounted to | 
$33.72, and were devoted to Diocesan 
Missions. In the afternoon, the Chil- 
dren’s Easter Service was held,—a very 
pleasant Service. The Offerings of the | 
Sunday Schools amounted to $21,14, 
to which the congregation added $12,86. 
At this Service, the Rector baptized | 
two adults and five children. 

On Easter Monday, St. George’s 
Church, near Cardington, was conse: | 
crated by the Bishop of the Diocese. 
At his request, the Rector of this parish 
preached the Sermon,—to whom, as the 
founder of St. George’s, this Consecra- 
tion Serviee-was-a happy occasion. 

On the 2d Sunday after Easter, in the 
morning, he read Service and preached 
in St. Mary’s Church, West Phila. : in 
the afternoon, he held Divine Service, 
and preached at the Greenway Mission, | 
and afterward preached in St. Mary’s. 

On Tuesday, April 29th, at the re- 
quest of the family, he made a short 
address at the funeral of Dr. Hoopes. | 


>t NOTICES. H<- 


On the 1st Sunday in May, there 


| will be Divine Service as usual at 10,30 
| A M., and at 3,30°P. M: 
| Service the Sacrament of Baptism will 


At the later 


be administered. On the other Sundays 
Divine Service will le held at 10,30 A. 
M. and at 7.30 P. M. 

The Envelope System has continued 
to render essential service in providing 
means for the current expenses of the 
parish. It is the duty of every member 
of the Church to contribute regularly, 
according to his or her ability, to its 
support and well-being. We commend 
this System to those especially who do 
not rent pews. Envelopes will be fur- 


| nished on application to the Rector. 


The Parish Guild will hold its next 
regular meeting on Monday, May 5th, 
at 7,30 P. M. 

The next annual Convention of this 
Diocese will le held in the Church of 
the Epiphany, Chestnut and Fifteenth 
Streets ; the first session to be on Tues- 
day, May Cth, at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

The Bishop will visit our parish, and 
administer the Rite of Confirmation on 
Sunday morning, May 25th. Lectures 
preparatory to this Rite will Le given 
at the Parsonage on Friday evenings, 
beginning at Y of 8 o'clock. All who 
are interested are kindly invited. 


The Dominon Churchman recently 
gave the names of more than 80 minis- 
ters of various denominations who have 
joined the Episcopal Church within the 
last few months, as follows : Methodists 
23; Baptists, 12; Presbyterians, 11 ; 
Congregationalists, 13 ; Roman Catho- 
lics, 11 ; Wesleyans, 2; Lutherans, 2 ; 
Unitarians 2 ; Reformed, 2; and three 
from other religious bodies. 


i 
l 


ON PERSEVERANCE. 
THIS TITLE is not the one with which we began this article. We had 
Written, instead—* On Persistency.’’ But, upon looking into our Webster 
ve found that this might mean ‘ perseverance in a good or evil course, 
more generally in that which is evil, and injurious to others.” It might 
also mean ‘‘ Obstinacy.” So we struck this out, and wrote instead ‘‘ Per- 
 seyerance’’, which means ‘‘ the continued pursuit of any thing which has 
been undertaken.” On that we have a few words to say. 

There is a mighty power in Perseverance. Very often it makes all the 
difference between Failure and Success. Many years ago, we read ofa 
Scottish warrior—perhaps it was Robert Bruce—who had lost several battles, 
* and was almost ready to yield to what seemed his fate. But, while resting 
6 ae one day from his fatigue, he noticed a spider at work on his web. In try- 
rA g ing to accomplish a part of his task, he failed. Attempting it again, he 
failed the second time. He renewed his efforts, and failed again. The 
varrior’s interest was excited ; he counted the efforts and the failures, until 
they equaled in number his own struggles and defeats. Once more the 
insect tried, and was rewarded by success. Bruce, accepting this as a 


favorable omen, rallied his followers once more, and at length gained a 
fet ~~ decisive victory. 


It was to the presence of this quality in their last great Commander, that 
the armies of our country owed, in great measure, their triumph over the 


alive his determined words: ‘I will fight it out on this line, if it takes all 
summer.” 
Many a man who has failed in business, has recovered himself, and has 
won prosperity, by patient perseverance ; while a want of courage or energy 
would have left him in poverty and despair. 
‘ It is precisely so in the Religious Life. This, also, has its labors and 
j contentions, its successes and failures. Its great business is the salvation of 
the soul,—a work which requires no little thought and care,—a work which 
‘lemands the exercise of the highest qualities of manhocd. 

It is no easy work, because the worker meets with opposition in himself. 
3 a -He is like a divided kingdom, and could not stand, but for the help of One 


: Who is stronger than he. 
But it is a noble work,—nobler than any other, because it opposes all 
ae «that is mean and degrading in human thought and passion. It calls us to 
imitate holy examples, and to labor for the best riches. 
It is a work, therefore, which requires perseverance,—constant energy in 
resisting and in striving. To this we are called. 
{ If BRucE was a Warrior,—if he aimed at a crown,—so do we. If GRANT 
, m fought against Rebellion;——so do we. If the Merchant toils for riches, —so 


do we. If they needed Perseverance in order to succeed, much more do 
we. For our labor and warfare are LIFE-LONG : but the crown and reward 
are ETERNAL. 


Ke 
© 9. 2 = “opposing forces»in-the-great-Warof the-Rebellion—— Histery will keep — 
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ST. JAMES’, KINGSESSING. 


CC eaii 


OCTOBER, 1879. 


> CALENDAR. X< 


5 17th Sunday after Trinity. 
12 18th Sunday after Trinity. 
18 St. Luke, the Evangelist. 
19 roth Sunday after Trinity. 
26 20th Sunday a'ter Trinity. 
<i 28 St. Simon and St. Jude. 


October 
LEJ 


D 


>t WHE+ PARISH 


At the afternoon Service, on the 
first Sunday in September, an infant 
was baptized by the Rector. 

On the following Sunday, he offi- 
ciated and preached in the Church 
of the Holy: Comforter, at Eltingville, 
Staten Island, N. Y.— his place here 
being filled by the Rev. A. J. Arnold, 
the Rector of that Church. 


On the afternoon of Sunday, Sept. 
28th, he read Service and preached, 
by request, in the Greenway Sunday 
School Building. ; 


>t NOTICES. +< . 


Confirmation. The Confirmation 
appointed for the 12th of this month 
is postponed in consequence of the 
severe illness of the Bishop. We ex- 
pect another Confirmation in the co- 
ming Spring,—soon after Easter. 

Tue Parish Gurp will hold its 
next monthly meeting in the Sunday 
School Building, on Monday evening 
Oct. 6th, at 7} o’clock. 

Cuorr Crass. Meetings for prac- 
tice in Sacred Music will be held in 
the Church on Sundays at 4 o’clock. 


The following burials are recorded: 


Sept. 8 Archibald McLean, aged 79 y. 10 w. 
” 10 Wilson Grover, .. ” 2 weeks. 


By the latest accounts, the Bishop 
was in a very feeble condition. 

Parents who have had their chil- 
dren baptized in the Church should- 
never silo them to be taught in r: 
ligion by those who deny and reje 
any of the Doctrines of the Church 


>4AN+EXERACIH <+ 


from a published sermon on “ Reve 
rence and Godly Fear,” is here given. 
It was recently preached by the Rev. — 
H. J. Van Dyke, D. D.—a prominent 
Presbyterian Minister of Brook 
It accords remarkably with wha 
printed on the other side of these 
“ Notes.” pee 


irrev:rence. We have stripped our service d 
made it too bare. We have carried the idea of 
personal independence and a false conception 
of spirituality in wership to such extremes that. 
our Sabbath assemblies “are only aggregates o 


same things and inspired by the same spi ; 
The praying is handed over to the minister, thí 

singing, which we call music, is largely com 
mitted to the choir, and between the two 
of the church, the people sit as listeners or spe 
tators, as they do in a concert or a lecture root 
The idea of a common worship is alm ' 
cluded. Men come to God’s house, not 4 
much to adore and serve Him, as to hear a man 
speak, and being hearers rather than worship- 
ers they necessarily become critics. |The 
mon, the music, and even the prayers, 
garded as performances, to be approv 
demned according to the tastes of the indivic 
ual; and from these services they too often go 
away without having paid their vows o Go 
and with less reverence in their s 
when they came.” ie ; 


P} 


FORMS OF PRAYER 3 


IT is urged by some, that “ Forms of Prayer,” by constant use 
must in time cease to interest. This objection, however, is only urged 

by those who are strangers to the use of Liturgies. For, as a matter 

of fact, none cling to the “ Form of sound words ” with so much affec: 

tionate reverence as those aged saints of God, who have grown old, 

and heen ripening for the Paradise of the just, in theadaily use of such 

words. To offer proof on this point, would be only to refer to the tes- 

timony of the Church in every age. And there is a reason for this in 

the nature of our moral feeling. Prayer is the language not of the 

 faney, not of the taste, not of the intellect, merely or mainly. Prayer 
to God is the language of the heart, the expression of the inward aftec- 
tions, and, viewed in any other light, is little better than solemn 
_ mockery of the Most High. 

_ Prayer, we know, may be listened to as a specimen of oratory, or as 
an exhibition of a fertile imagination, or of a cultivated taste ; but 
‘then, in such ease, it ceases to be prayer. The speaker becomes an 
actor upon the stage, and worshippers mere spectators of a solemn 
farce, Now, as prayer is the language of the heart, so it is not true, as 
a matter of philosophy or of fact, that the heart ever craves the charm 
~ of novelty. . Mere fancy, or mere intellect may demand endless, suc- 
cessive variety ; but it is not so with the heart. The heart best loves 
thet which is old. — It fastens its affections most strongly upon long 
familiar objects. As the vine grows up, with the lapse of years, to 
entwine itself more and more firmly around the oak on which it leans, 
so the heart loves more and more fervently those old truths, old objects, 
ld associations, and old scenes, with which it has been most familiar. 
Nay, it may be affirmed. that time-honored objects adone have full 
power to enlist and develop the strongest affections of our soul, in 
matters of religion. The warmest tribute of the heart is not the erea- 
‘ture of a day or an hour. ‘Time, and time alone, can develop it. 

~ What is true with the heart on every other subject, is true also in 
respect to Religion. For no other theme has power, like this, to call 
forth the full strength of the affections ; none is so fruitful in hallow- 
cd, heart-stirring associations. A prayer may have the eloquence of 
a highly finished oration, or the taste and fancy of an elegant poem, 
‘and be the theme of ‘public applause, and yet never come near the 
heart of speaker or hearer. On the contrary, the heart, when true to 
itself, loathes all such paltry tinselry and outside decoration, when it 
comes before the Father of Spirits, broken and contrite for all its sins. 

For this reason, then, we believe that a true piety, a piety not spas- 
modic, fanciful and capricious, but a piety humble, sober, which en- 
gages and ifnbues all the powers of the mind and heart, the sentiments 
and tastes, of the most refined and the most uncultivated, is specially 
promoted by the use of a Liturgy in Publie Worship. Biss 
Rus 
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ST. JAMES’, KINGSESSING. 


>: CALENDAR. < 


July 27 7th Sunday after Trinity. 
August 3 8th Sunday after Trinity. 
10 oth Sunday after Trinity. 
17 1oth Sunday after Trinity. 
24 St. Bartholomew, the Apostle; and 
11th Sunday after Trinity. 
3U 12th Sunday after Trinity. 


> WHE+PARISH< 


On Whitsunday, June rst, at the af- 
ternoon Service, the Rector baptized 
five children. 

On Trinity Sunday, June 8th, he 
officiated in the Church of the Holy 
Comforter, at Eltingville, Staten Island, 
his place here being filled by the Rev. 
A. J. Arnold, Rector of that parish. 


On all the other Sundays, the usual 
Services have been held. 

On Wednesday, July 23d, he bap- 
tized a sick infant at ‘‘ Wild’s Bank,” 
beyond Clifton, Delaware County. 

On Thursday, July 24th, the Sunday 
Schools of the parish had their Summer 
Pic-nic on the beautiful grounds of the 
Eastwick estate. Copious showers the 
night before laid the dust and freshen- 
ed the air, and increased the quiet en- 
joyments of the day. 


As the church requires cleaning, it 
will not be open for divine worship on 
the first and second Sundays of August. 
If there should be occasion for Baptisms 
Marriages, or Burials during the first 
half of the month, application may be 
made to the Rev. Dr. Yarnall, at Saint 
Mary’s Rectory, No. 3914 Locust St. 

As the Sunday Schools will not be in 
session on these two Sundays, the num- 
ber of marks necessary for a First Grade 


JULY & AUGUST, 1879, 


On the other Sundays of August, the 
Morning Service will be held as usual ; 


| but Evening Prayer (without Sermon) 


will be held at 5 o’clock, and will last 
about half an hour. 


>t WHE+OKKERINGS t< 


| of the parish fer the General Missions 
| of the Church during the past year a- 


| mounted to $138,50. 


They were con- 


| tributed by subscription, according to 
| the plan pr: posed by the General Com- 


| mittee. 


While the carrying out of this 
plan involved considerable labor with- 
out material advantage, and some were 
deprived of an opportunity of giving, it 
is thought best to return to the old way 
of church-collections. Offerings for 
Foreign Missions will be received at the 
Ey iphany Season, and for Domestic 


| Missions on Easter Day. 


standing is reduced to 800 for this year. ' 


<HAMILY+RELIGION.<« 


“<The pulpit and the school are agen- 
cies of the highest moment, but both 
will mainly depend for success on the 
family. Were our pulpits filled by apo- 
stles and our schools taught by evange- 
lists, while there was in the family 
neither instruction nor example, neither 
rule nor worship, it would be impossi- 
ble for the Word of God to advance 
apace among men; while, on the con- 
trary, with an enlightened and vigorous 
household piety, it may proceed glori- 
ously with a very moderate degree of 
external assistance. ‘The strength of 
religion on the earth is the family. Jn 
times of terror and distress it has always 
fled thither as unto a place of refuge.” 


The following burials are recorded : 
June 26 Lucinda Hart, . aged 16% mos. 


July 11 Thomas Mills, . . ” 76% years. 
” 16 Fannie B. Themas, ”” 4 mos. 
” 24 Albert E. Battye, . ” 4 mos. 13d. 


TRUE DEVOTION NECESSARY. 


- THERE IS, no doubt, an extreme tendency in our day to run down 
_ devotion, as if it were an unnecessary and even effeminate appendage 
_ to that which is of substantial value in the soul’s life, namely, moral 
excellence. This depreciation of devotion, let me say, is itself the cer- 
tain symptom of a dying or a dead faith. Ifa man says to me, “I do 
~ not make any religious professions: I do not say any creeds or prayers: 
I try to do my duty towards others, and at any rate I escape the re- 
buke which Christ directed against hypocrites, —I can only say to 
him, “ My friend, you remind me of the man who said that he would 
be perfectly honest, and yet avowed that when he could take what was 
not his own, without the risk of detection, he always did so.” Surely, 
honesty in avowing what is wrong does not excuse what is itself wrong. 
Ungodliness does not itself become respectable because it is not hypo- 
crisy. Devotion is the soul’s answer to the sight of God, just like the 
singing of the birds at the rising of the sun. When God in the awe 
and majesty of His attributes—when the incarnate Son in all the ten- 
derness of His life and of His death—when the blessed Spirit, the lord 
and giver of all true life to the human spirit are present before the eye 
of the soul, devotion follows as a matter of course. Not to be devout 
is not to be believing. Devotion is the common-sense of faith. If I 
see the living God, so powerful, so wise, so loving, so magnificent as He 
is, I naturally speak to Him, not merely because I know that He can 
hear, because I know that He will help me,—but because He is there, 
hecause to speak with Him is the highest privilege. It is the best, 
the purest instinct of my humanity. 
But, on the other hand. there is such a thing as a devotion of feeling 
divorced from religious obedience, and this our Lord censures. 


There are lives in which passionate bursts of tender feeling towards 
our Saviour in His life, in His pain, on His throne, alternate with 
disobedience, deliberate, repeated, to the known will of God,—to the 
simplest duties. And here there is a constant disposition to hope,— 
to think,-that the disobedience is atoned for by the warmth of feeling. 
Oh! few delusions can be more fatal than this. It is not feeding, it is 
conscience, which is the measure of our state before God. “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” “ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say?” * * * — It has been well said that 
man’s great work in life is the establishment of the reign of truth in 
the soul and in the character. It is when the harmony between con- 
iction and feeling,—between feeling and language is established that 
he soul is true, that the light of truth beams through it, and proclaims 
ts substantial harmony with the will of God. And in this harmony 
consists the soul’s well-being: its freedom, its joy, its power ; -its free- 
m from that which really fetters—its liberty from sin; its joy in 
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ee PARISH NOTES. 


ST. JAMES’, KINGSESSING. : 


TRINITY, 1881, 


pe CALENDAR a 


June § Wuirsun-Day. 
” 6 Monday in Whitsun-Week. 
' 7 Tuesday in Whitsun-Weck. 
8, 10, 11 Ember Days. 
ir St. Barnabas’ Day. 
" 12 TRINITY SUNDAY. 
__tg rst Sunday after Trinity. _ 
26 2d Sunday aiter ‘Trinity. 
29 St. Peter, the Apostle. 


On Easter Day, the O-ferings of the 
congregation for the General Miss ons 
of the Church amounted to $93,02. 

In the afternoon, the children had a 
bright and joyous Service. 
ings for Missions, gathered during Lent, 
amounted to $28,52. At this Service, 
eight children were baptized, viz.:— 

William Ellis, «Lillie Redmord Joies; 
Jaivies Schofield, William Henry Cohill 
Wright, Clara Violet Jones, Mary Ella 


Jones, Lydia Ann Scott Snyder, ‘and | 


Letitia McLernan. Afterwards, the 
Holy Communion was administered in 
private to a sick man, with others. 

On the fullowing day, April 18th, the 
funeral services of Mrs. Ann G. ‘Thom- 
as were held at the church. | A short 
address was made by the Rector, who 
was assisted in the service by the Rev. 
Dr. Yarnall and Rev. Jo DeW. Perry. 
Mrs. Thomas left to our parish the sum 
of $3000, a gift whose benefits will be 
felt by the parish through all time. 

On Thursday, April 28th, the Rector 
assisted in the services at the consecra- 
tion of the Chapel at Morton, Del. Co. 


On Sunday, May tst, at the service | 
in the afternoon he baptized three chil: į 
dren, viz.:— Helen Kate Armstrong, | 
Susanna Maud Beith, and Helen Lavi- | 


nia Beith. At night, he preached at 
a hall in Fernwood, Del. Co. =~ 

On Wednesday, May 11th, he assist- 
ed in the Communion Service at the 
Diocesan Convention. 


Their offer- | 


On ‘Tuesday, May 24th, he assisted 
in the services at the funeral of Thomas 
A. Scott, to whose kindness we are in- 
debted for an important improvement 
in our chancel. 

On Ascension Day, May 26th, he 


| held Divine Service at 9 o’clock, A.M. 
| preached; and administered the Holy 


Communion. 

On Wednesday, June st, as one of 
the Board, he attended the Annual 
Meetitig of the Trustees of the General 
Theological Seminary in New York. 

On Whitsun-Day, June 5th, at Eve- 
ning Prayer. he baptized three children, 
viz: Mabel Gray Thomas, Sarah Jane 
Tiplady, and Clara Elizab eth T iplady. 
In the evening he married at ‘the Par- 
sonage Henry Keen and Elvina Pauline 

subler. 


>t NOTICES.4< 


* * During the months of June, July, 
and August, Evening Prayer will be of- 


fered on Sun:lays at 5 o'clock. Let 
those who love Gop worship Him. 

* * On the 3d Sundays of June, July, 
and August, there will be a celebration 
of the Holy Communion at 8" o’clock 
A.M. 


advantage to those who cannot be pres 


This Service will be of special 


* ij 
ent at the 1ọ,30. Service on the first 
Sunday of each month. 


YHE NEW ORGAN 

which we have long been expecting, is 
ordered. It is to be built by Hook & 
Hastings of Boston, who will place it 
in the church in October next. | The 
subscriptions towards its purchase will 
be acknowledged in a future number of 
the ‘‘ Parish Notes.” 


AT the election of Vestrymen held on Monday, May 2d, the following | 
gentlemen were chosen to serve for the ensuing year :— 
Isaac T. Jones,.. D. Henry Flickwir, Aubrey H. Smith, 
F Henry S.. Urian, Thomas H. Gesner, Aaron Palmer, | 
E W. H, Thomas, . Thomas T. Clegg, James S. Cross, 
. R. M. McClellan, M.D. 
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ABSTRACT of the Report -made for this parish to the. Bishop, at the Jast é 


Diocesan Convention :— 
Baptisms, Adults.5, Infants 27, Total 32. Confirmed 7. 
Communicants, Added; by first communion 9, by removal 6, 
Present number 177: Marriages 4. Burials 28. 
Sunday Schools, Officers and Teachers 24: Scholars 235. 
Money receipts : Pew-rents | $1133,65 Offertory at Holy 
Communion 242,56 Collections in -church * 327,75 
. Subscriptions 742,50 Donations ` 194,72" © ** 
Other sources 1050,81 Tota’ $3691,99 
Expenditures: Current expenses, 2029,44 Repairs and 
Improvements 251,18 t Payment of debts 597,42 
Episcopal and Convention Fund- 60,00 Support of Sunday 
Schools. 88.77 ‘Phe: Poor 53,61, General Missions 121,96 
Mission to. Deaf Mutes 14,59 Diocesan Missions. 50,64 
Episcopal. Hospital 47,54 >, Bibles, Praver-Vooks &c. 11,27 
Theological Education, 73.33. Disalled Clergymen 22,70 
Church-building 9,00 Sundries rz,or ‘otal $3440, 46. 


AT the Mothers’ Meetings held during the winter, thirteen garments were 
made; which were sent to the Homertor Consumptives. 


ALTHOUGH an unusual number of. parishioners have died or removed 
within the past year, the affairs of the parish are in a sound and prosperous 
condition. Several pews have recently been rented, and our long-contin- 
ued harmony is unbroken. Thankful for these blessings, let us desire and 
labor for a continual advance in spiritual things. Keep the flames of de- . 
votion bright at home, and be earnest in going to the Lord’s house, and 
in His worship there. And here, one word to parents : Remember always 
your responsibility for the souls of your children. Teach them by your 


example to be holy, humble, devout servants of the Lord. 


tee 


